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This is a selection of comments from Y8 students at the end of the Thinking Skills exam. I have only taken a representative sample – 

it gives the flavour, but is not statistically rigorous. I’ve entered comments verbatim, and included the negative ones. 

Comments in the same colour are from the same student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right and Left 

side of the Brain 

The games in Y7 and 

the Smart Skills 
None 

Fruit salad 

and VAK 

VAK, and 

Circle Time 

learning about VAK 

and the Smart Skills 

Doing things 

where we work 

with friends 

The 

VAK 

What parts of the 

course have you 

enjoyed? 

Circle Time 

Circle Time – it is 

active and interesting 

When we was teachers...I 

haven’t enjoyed it much 

though 

Teaching other 

students things I 

know 

the VAK poster because 

I learned a lot from my 

friends 

None 

Doing our own 

lesson 

All of it 

Where we did 

our own lessons 

Where we had 

circle time  

All of it 

The quizzes. I love to 

find out things about 

myself. 

Doing the presentation 

to the class-something 

we wanted to teach. 

The bit where we had 

to do the carpet. 

Teaching people how to 

put a bridle together 

The arm activation and 

hook up and things like 

that. 

Doing mind 

maps. 

Teaching lessons and 

remembering things. 

Being the teacher and 

showing the class 
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Wouldn’t of done 

Carpet zone 

Everything 

The ones where you 

have to always listen 

Brain stuff 

I would do more 

learning on PET brain 

What parts 

would you 

change? 
The amount of time 

spent on the brain 

Doing the copying 

and writing down 

things 

None of it useful 

information 

The kinaesthetic 

stuff would be more 

of 

I think you should let us do 

more kinaesthetic thinking 

it’s more fun 

If I was the teacher I 

would make lessons more 

active 

Ummm...none really, maybe 

less groupwork. I like to use 

my own ideas. 

Looking at the 

overhead projector 

None 

Nothing 

None 
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I don’t really know – 

the Revision part did 

help though Maths- I now learn 

better by listening 

that bit more 

Nothing 

They has improved my 

English and Maths 

Have your Thinking skills 

improved your learning in 

other subjects at school? 

Can you describe how? (1/2) 

 

No it 

didn’t 

help me 

much 
It has helped 

me revise for 

tests 

Yes it has changed how I 

think by knowing how I 

learn best too. 

I think VAK and Smart Skills 

has helped but that is all 

Yes, because I 

can revise better 

No not really well I 

don’t think so anyway 

No I think I am the same in 

lessons as I was before 

A bit but I 

don’t know how 

No they haven’t because they 

don’t help in other subjects 

No it 

hasn’t 

Yeah 

I got better  

at maths 

No 

To be honest, no, not really. Just 

this lesson. I wouldn’t stop it 

though. It’s educational and fun. 

Yes because I have 

remembered more things 

in Maths and English. 

I know my learning 

styles and how to revise  

for tests 

Yes. I can now remember things 

better, and I concentrate better 

Yes, in Maths I did some brain boosters 

before the final exam. I went up from 6.1 

to 6.5. I was a lot more related 

Not really, but 

have help me 

plan things 

I have learnt 

more about 

myself 
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Have your Thinking skills 

improved your learning in 

other subjects at school? 

Can you describe how? (2/2) 

 

Yes, now I know what 

type of learner I am. 

Yes it has helped me learn 

more before exams and learnt 

me to do homework better 

I have learned to explain 

my answer thoroughly 

Whenever I revise I do a 

couple of brain boosters 

and they really help 

Yes,  now I think about my 

answers more logicly in 

every subject even at home 

Yes, because I am more 

focust on my work than 

talking and messing around 

and my confidence to put 

my hand up and answe 

questions. 

No, because we don’t 

really use our Smart 

Skills noticeably. 

Helped me more in horse 

riding to relax me. 

I have got better and my 

work is a lot better as well. 

Yes I find it easier to revise 

using the methods we have 

learnt. 

Yes we have found new ways 

to get our brain work. 

Yes. Told me easier ways 

of revising for tests. 

Yes. i know how to set 

out revision things on a 

mind map. 

A little bit I have learned 

many diffrent ways to learn 

things. 

Not really because when I’m 

learning all I think about is 

that 1 subject. 

Yes – I was rubish in 

German, and I lerned to 

revis and then got a level 5. 


