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This is a selection of comments from Y7 students at the end of the Thinking Skills exam. I have only taken a representative sample – 

it gives the flavour, but is not statistically rigorous. I’ve entered comments verbatim, and included the negative ones. 

Comments in the same colour are from the same student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The poem thing 

Learning about the brain 

because I wanted to know 

what my brain was doing. 

All of it aspesly 

VAK shopping 

 

Sitting in a circle talking baout 

yourself and Mind maps. 

Erm the kinasteting 

learning 

the bits when we have to teach 

the class a favourite thing. 

Mind Maps and brain 

boosters 

Learning on 

the 

mayonnaise. 

What parts of the 

course have you 

enjoyed? 

Teaching other people, and 

doing the song thing boom 

chicka rocka chika boom. 

 

Doing the talks 

the pratical work, VAK 

and circle time. 

Quite a bit of it 

actually 

Doing the brain 

boosters. 

I enjoyed the 

presentations, and 

learning about VAK. It 

was interesting. 

 

Mind maps and 

brain boosters 

Doing the 

pictures and 

teamwork 

 

I’ve enjoyed nearly everything it’s 

a really good lesson. And it helps 

you learn loads of new stuff. 

Sitting in a circle  

talking about your self 

and mind maps. 

Finding out what 

kind of learner I 

am kinaesthetic 

Learning Double Doodle 

and Circle Time 

Mind maps and 

learning how to 

do them 

Doing the movement 

exercises. 

None, 

The VAK 

learning. 
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I would change the 

writing to kinastatic 

eg: showing. 

do more 

circle time 
The quantity of work 

Learning how to 

do mind maps. 

All the brain stuff 

cause I don’t like it. 

What parts 

would you 

change? 

Nothing 

The Mind Maps 

All the brain booster 

exercises 

to have more power-point 

presentations about it 

None really cause it 

just fun with the work 

that we do. 

Not do as hard stuff 

all in one lesson 

I would change the 

parts of the brain. It 

was confusoing and I 

didn’t get it. 

I would change 

it so you don’t 

have to work on 

your own 

Spend more time 

on the brain 

The test making it 

easier. 

circle time do it 

more often 

Lazy 8s...it’s not fun it’s 

boring and it hurts you 

hands 
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Yes because if I’m trying 

to listen but can’t 

concentrate I know its 

eaiser to when fiddling 

with a pen. 

No I’m just the 

same as normal. 

Yes because in 

english I have use 

VAK for doing 

spelling and 

remembering them. 

in maths I can 

relate to VAK! 

Doing the brain boosters has 

made me remember in all of 

my lessons. 

It has made me get 

beter at remebring 

things Yes eg: maths, 

english, drama. 

Yes in English were we did 

a spelling test we learnt 

how to brake words down 

to spell them correctly.  

Yes they have I think 

I understand how to 

do things better. 

It has helped me very 

much. I can now answer 

questions more easily 

and quickly. 

I now know how my neurons 

work in my brain a lot in 

science, english and maths. 

It’s made me think 

harder with my 

neurons. But that’s 

all really. 

Yes, in english and 

german it has helped 

me spell the words 

Yes because I am 

just a bit better 

Yes I now know 

how to do Mind 

maps and the best 

way I learn. 

Yes as I know about the brain 

(left right) ect I found it 

quite interesting n easy 

somtimes it was hard. 

Yes I have learnt that VAK are to do with 

my learning and every day sichuations even 

at home will you are doing your homework. 

Yes I am better 

at spelling in 

English. 

Yes they have improved because 

I can spell harder words 

Have your Thinking skills 

improved your learning in 

other subjects at school? 

Can you describe how? (1/2) 

 

Yes, I can now try to visualise 

things in test and find things 

easier to understand. The brain 

boosters were fun and helped 

my little brother not me. 

In D & T hook 

ups made me 

consertrate. 
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Yes I feel I’ve got better and 

more interested in lessons like 

maths and english. I used to do 

nothing but now I join in. 

No because we don’t do about the 

brain in other subjects. 

Yes I know more ways to 

understand things and take in 

information. 

Yes because doin the VAK 

helps me a lot. 

It has improved because the lesson tells 

me how our brains work and how you 

jump over cracks (synapses? – MN) and 

stuff 

Yes I concentrate more and 

don’t get distracted as easily 

as I used to. 

Yes because in my 

subjects I will spread and 

break down the word a lot 

easier. 

Yes helping me to use all three 

learning skills they help me a lot in 

all my lessons by being pratical. 

Have your Thinking skills 

improved your learning in 

other subjects at school? 

Can you describe how? (2/2) 

 

Yes, I listen a lot better 

than I used to in my lessons. Yes, because before I came we never 

had one lesson on thinking and learning 

so everything is new to us. 

It has shown me I 

can learn more and 

concentrate. 

It has because I didn’t know 

what VAK was but now I do. 

Yes such as in english 

spelling difficult words by 

seeing it in my head. 
Yes, I know more about the 

brain and the brain booster 

and my brain works a lot 

harder now. 

Yes in Maths or english if I cant 

read a word I do sum methods I 

learned from Thinking skills. 


